'FRANCE HA

P Secrecy the Essential in
Charming Hoarded
Wealth of Peasants
Out of Its Many Hid-
ing Places

Ny BLANCHE MeMANLS,

respect  to his  wealth the
Frenchman  stands  unigue, not
alone because France is per cap-

N

I

ita  the richest nation of the
world, and lives the most econom-
fally, but bec:use of the French-

man's real ambition, which is to keep
his neighbors from  knowimg how
much money he has got. He hoards

]

gold, for it i= his instinet, not for
display - nor to spend, but for the
of knowing that he has
ind then he spends his life |

trying to avold the undesired reputa-
gon of “passing for a rich man" in
his community.

It (s this curious peychologieal bias,
more especially of its country people,
that the French Government has been
obliged to take into account when it

gent out its recent appeal to the!
people of France to deposit their in-
dividual hoards of gold in the Bank

of France in exchange for bank notes
and in the interest of “National De-
fence.” The French are ashamed not
of being kKnown to give too little but
of giving too much,

l
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Bo it is that the all powerful RBanqua i

de France, chosen as the national
government's sole agent, as it is the
only French bank allowed to issue
bank notes, has about its mis-
gion of harvesting the vast gold crop

gone

of France, which Is belng so success- |

fully gleaned throughout the country
by a diplomacy and caution worthy
to be ranked among the most suce
cossful generalships of the war,

To hegin with, to induce the French
o present their cherished Individual
reserves of gold to help the nation
finish up the war absolutely different
methods must be used in city and
ecountry. The mental attitude of the
aty dweller and the countryman are
totally dissimilar.

The first moving of France's gold
purvest began the first of July, when
M. Ribot, Minister of Finance, made

|

an appeal to the people for their sav- |

jngs In goid. only a suggestion
his part in the course of a
in the Chamber of Deputies,

debate

way in the columns of the
dail;y newspapers, nothing
onlv a few articles which intimated
ecourteonsly and blandly that the peo-
ple would be doing the country a
slight
ts money. Then one receiving teller's
window only was opened at the Bank
of France in Paris,

That was that was necessary
for 1'aris Frenchman is also
8 unique patriot when there is &
question  of  defending  “la patrie.”
either with cannon or money. Gold
pieces that had not
snce war  was  declared  popped
up as if conjured out of a magician’s
hat. The crowds giving in their gold

casual

ail

The

favor to let it see the color of,

on |

The sub- |
fect was then mentioned in a quite |

insistent, |

seen circulation |

waited in lines that stretched out into |

the streets tatteries  of
tellers’ windows had to be opened und
the cry of the uniformed otfclals di-

receiving |
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France harvests her gold crop and stores it in
the Bank of France.

The one-day-a-week bank manager is a good gold gleaner from the peasant
when he comes to town on market day.

RVESTS

The town councilman gives the shopkeeper
the gold treatment during the cafe hour.

The village cure is one of the most valued harvesters in bringing Zortt (e kidden savings of
the women.

teeting the throngs, “This way for
'3 cchoed coas through the
vaulted corrvidors of the bank
Brunches of the Bank of France
began the same service for other cit-
jes, but such was the rush the
savings banks, the Cals | e,
the jwst offices, other banks, « ambers
of commerce and even department
¢ ippointed to receive the
4 ; his was all neces-
sary for he citlies Emulatlin be-
tween them grew hot to the tune of
n s Rival munjcipalities pub-
lslied dally reports of their gold ce n- !
LB I amusement of the towns-
me - 1p their friends and
K BT and turn in their gold
by th 1 | ;
Hetting on results was on o par |
with the excitement (f the pari-mu- |
tue the Longchamps racecourse l
Thi: was the first fun they had had to
v in over . an hey made |
:‘ ® Miost <f..: : "‘n‘::: |:‘.:-:]'-1 tll'u‘- ;Ll:mlr |dweller in France is “.1.““"“ as sus-
of gold was heard through the land. | picious of a “stranger,” as he (-ul!.n\
L datly Lombarded In  the war €very one outside his own community,
W forwarded en ormous amounts to | #s he would be of a German, 8o these |
the central branches of the bank out  emissaries did npot cut much of a
of all pr jon to thelr present pop- swathe through the real crop.
viatior refugesing in cellars. | The post offices throughout the
The nquered  portion of  Alsace country were authorized to collect |
tirned inoall of its gold to the Belfort | ggid. But to present his cherished |
hranct The army n the trenches gold pleces at the window of his vil-
its pockets, and through | ,0e post office to an official who was
pavmasters  sent @0 an  uns peghably a life acquaintance, with a
reamed of gold supply to the treas- 1,6 f pelghbors behind peering over !
ary | his shoulder and measuring up his|
i the first of September. after offering, In no way appeals to the
ezl weels of this, the Hank of | g ative peasant, man or woman,
1‘: r‘ '.‘.I re 0 ‘.'>.|-| 'l‘!.l' '.'-‘ll‘.ll.-" f tiuflp; ;whﬂ besides, rarely recelving a IN‘IPT
FUNCs, Al enormous sum, ¥el e, paner, has a natural scepticism
representing only one-fifth of the gold regarding postal efficlency.
fr S 1‘: o lI ;'-“W ;I.A-’.‘F:.‘s‘;m‘, 1:111" ‘ The “percepteur” was authorized to
!‘ \ ‘|: \'.. .":I.‘T;". |-|"|I'..-:;.:p::l: l;"r:m‘.,. Trnlh---t gold in his district, but as he
M the end .'.,' ,-',.‘. n:..fl year of war |4 the tax collector of the neighbor-
Possissed seven and A half billions of : hood this presented another psycho-
frar gold, divided almost equally |logical difficulty, he being r(mnevted:
beiwee the Bank of France and the |in the simple minds of the ('uuu!r).
P | people, with the harvesting of money
For the provinees and the peasants ( which brought them no 1'olu:1m. So
. fevent method was adopted, | the peasant shigd at the “percep-
f that immense remaining teur's” notice written in pul_o ink and
billion franes In ten and | pasted on the door of his  modest
e { gold pleces was hoarded |dwelling. Besides to he obliged to go
! trveide, not in the tradl- | to any kind of an office at fixed hours
tion i« de laine, the woollen gtock- | grops at all times the flow of the
ng. w 1= out of date, but by being | pensunt’'s ideas and gold, |
5 wav In every other concejv- | This, then, is the plan of ihe gold
L0 ¥ place about the homes --r;_‘_”““mv" ot France, arranged
thi ry folk Lallae in the eountryman's mind the |
s French patriots the peasant 0oL 0 of  financial publicity.  The
sl ¢ s the greatest, but also the o o) was: “Persuasion but no
¥ I'ltimately he can be induced ;(_"'n”.”lh_i“n jfs
;‘ sactifloe himeelf, his family and all Each of the eighty-odd Departments,
ol i ';” ”“'1““":‘“':"!”::H;EIJ,:- ‘Lur States, into which France tl.t di;
Homental al nde i » - 2 . s efect—
Mourian, he must be shown before he | Vided is administered by a Pr

W Lir a tinger, especlally when it
fomes to giving up his money. But
once convineed he becomes the na-

Uon's m st generous defender,

This I8 the problem with which the
Bank of France has had to deal in
™ gold harvesting In the countryside,
Work must be done in a subtle way
8 that countrymen should not know
thut they were being "munaged.” The

Freaoh can be  coaxed, but never
driven,  lmperial met holls work In
wirmany, but they would not have

lronght a single gold plece to light
in France,

Hranches of the Banque de France
st in only a few of the larger cities,
mustly far out of the reach of the
beisunt,  The bank's official messen-
Imposing in gold buttoned unil-
forms and Napoleonje cocked hats,
Were sent on collecting missions to
e smaller towns, but the rural

RPUW

Governor in a small but ahsolute and
semi-military way, located In the 'r'hlnf
town or city of the district, Under
the Prefects are Sous-Prefects, who
Aare earuhlluhed over the larger towns.
All these were ordered by the central
authority to spread the gold propa-

ganda throughout their respective
districts, But as these officinls, Gov-
ernment appolnlees, are continually

being moved about from one Depart-
ment to another they ecver remain
ptrangers to the people, consequently
their personal influence is nil. Know-
ing ghis, they, in turn, convoke to
their aid those who would naturally
be the most axperlhoncolt:l hall.'r\::::::
0 crop, the “"Hig bo

f:;rnl'rl?y l:nlq:rln. yl:mle and farm hamlet
in their jurisdictions.

A “Blg Bonnet" I8 ¥French for a
leading citizen, The French reverse

the adage about the vaiue of & prophet.

The only kind of prophet who enjoys
honor and  receives confidences o

France = the local prophet in his own |

country, who in this case is the “Hig
Bonnet” of the nejghborhood, to whom
all defer. Nor (s the local "RBig Bon-
net” apt to be the wealthlest person
of the little community s0 often
happens in other lands. The country

ns

are made too apparent.
No, the "Blg Bonnet"
one in the peasant's home commune
in whom is embodied some sort of local
official authority and with whom at
the same time he can assoclate on
terms of perfect equality,
* Advice from his special "Big Bon-
net” is the only advice that the French
peasant will ever follow, whether with
regard to buying a cow or subseribing
to & Government bond. In the front
rank of these linportant personages
is the Masor, and his duaty {8 to mo-
bilize the gold harvesters among his
contemporary “Big Donnets.”

must he some

A WINDFALL FOR

.h HOUSE in the country that
A 1 hud got into by a con-
‘ venient cellar window and

sild the retired burglar, “had proved
to be very disappointing,
“I had imagined from the nicely

| peasant is conslstent in witho'ding his.
| confidence from those whose riches

| letters

kept lawn and the general appearance |

of things outside that it must be the
home of people of means; but in the
whole of upstairs I had not found,
of things that 1 eould carry away,

enough to pay me for my night's
work.

“Then, as I came down from the
second story into the front hall 1

cast my light around there, to see if
there wus anything there worth while.
There wasn't, but on a little tray on
a table in the hall 1 saw three letters
addressed and stumped ready for mail-
ing, and I thought 1 would tuke those
letters and mail them.

“That wus Just a foollsh whim; but
then 1 did a downright foolish thing,
something that 1 had never done be-
fore and that I never did
wrote a note and left it on the little
tray froim which 1 took the letters:

1 have taken the letiers, 1 am golng
right past tae post office and 1 can nall
them just as well as not.

Jimmy,

hunch, and T trusted it.

The bank passes the word to the “Big Bonnets"
of the provinces to gather in the
golden sheaves.
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Eventually he turns in a pretty pile of gold

to the town clerk.

Among the most successful gleaners |
ol the goiden sheaves s the provincial
K's own “Big Bonnet,"” the manager
# branch bank in the big market
town, usually only open to business |
day in the week, that day on
which the weekly open air market is
beld under ¢he white awninged booths
in the publie square. On this square
= also the inconsplecuous office of the
tmink, which {s ready to do husiness
from 5 in the moming, when the burly
peasant farmer in blouse and sabots
first drives up in his big cart loaded

ul

nme

with farm produce. If the peasant
furmer has made a successful deal !IP‘
may creep furtively into the bank

|
when no one is looking and the ofMice |

is empty of clients,

The peasant {4 even more distrust-
ful of a bank and ite system than of |
the post office and {ta ways, Only
very recently has he begun to mnko|
use of one, though it Is only through
the one dayv a week bank of his mar-
ket town that he can make his little
investinents in stocks and bonds, which

“Well, T did mail those letters, and
then T never thougM of them agnin
til about a year and a half after-

to [ that I eame out of by the front door,” wuard when I saw this advertisement not.

in a newspaper:

JIMMY Thanks for malling those

Wa want to communicate with

Write to ug where you found us,
8 8 0,

you,

|
“Now that was something of a jolt, |
wasn't it?  Of course that foolish note
that 1 left was & clue and now they
were following me up, and whul]
should T do about it? Bhould I com- |
municate? |
“All 1 could do wans to trust my
I wrote, giv-
ing a Netitions name, and giving my |
address us the post office,  Of course !
it would have been the easiest thing

"in the'world for them to have a man

uguin ~1

witching the office here for me when
I called tor the letter, but 1 liked the
house and 1T thought T should like
the people that lived in it, and I took
w chanes,

“In two days T got the letter, and |
when I opened it therd dropped out |
of it a thousand dollar bill. Do you !
fully grasp that? A thousand dollay
Lil: and this 1= what they wrote me:

“'One of those letters that
malled for us wus to an uncle who

In his house
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HER GOLD CROP FOR NATIONAL

Absolute secrecy is the rule to guard the peasant from the stigma of

to house round he convinces the family that their savings
alone will save the country.

apeuan pie.p\ J" \

The chief of the fire department, who is a
market gardener on the side, can dig up a
lot of gold.

“passing for a rich person.” .
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“Big Bonnets of the
Provences the Most
Efficient Gleaners of
the Golden Sheaves
—How They Work

(the young ones are all fighting In
the trenches) Is a powerful "Big Bon-
net” still, in spite of the covert war-
fare between Church and BState in
France. They have temporarily bur-
fed the hatchet now and the cure
scatters the seeds which will bring
out the golden harvest skilfully be-
tween the words of his sermon. There
{8 much more churchgoing now than
before the war. The peasant woman
knws less about finance than do even
her men folks, but when the good
cure takes for his text the parable of
the unprofitable talent hidden away
under the napkin, it sets her thinking
about Rer few treasured gold pleces
hidden away under her plles of rare
hand woven linen In the depths of

a fine old carven oak armoire,
Bhe says not a word to any one
hut keeps her own counsel. But
the next Sunday sghe wallts in
the ecloistered gloom of the little
Gothie church untll the last wor-

ehipper has left and slips out of the
capaclous pockets of her petticoat her
time thinned gold pleces and presses
them iInto the cure’s hand to be for-
warded to headquarters for the good
of the country, “la patrie.”

Likely, too, one of those FFrench
feminine patriots will timidly knock
some evening at the pastor's door
and elipping her long gold chain off
her neck, the attribute of every mar-
ried woman in France, Insist on his
passing it on for the good of la
patrie,

The echool teacher is a “Bigger
Bonnet"” in rural France than else-
where and as a gleaner of gold has

In the dead of night they dig
out their gold from its
hiding place.

The village notary is the subtlest
gatherer in of the peasants’
hoard.

——

%.nd;

he la learetrg to do
caslonal fijer.
The bank

Ly taking an oo -

munager of the market
his only pilot through the
quicksands of fluance This worthy
now approaches his client diplomati-
cally vn the advantages of investing
in the "Bons de la Defen=ze Natlonale,"”
and to do this he must shake the peas-
ant's traditional belief that gold has
a value twice that of a Government
guaranteed bank note or a Govern-
ment bond,

“KHut must his precious gold savings
g0 to the foreigner to buy these many
things which he {5 told must now he
purchased outslide of France?" he asks
In alarm. He does not so much mind
giving up his wealth to his country,
but that any part of it should g to
the forelgner's, any foreigner's, coun-
try is whut galls him. IHere {8 where
the diplomacy of the "Big Bonnet"
comes into play.

“Not at all,” the peasant is assured;
“his gold is only to rest as a bulwark
of credit, much more securely than
ever, In the great vaults of the Bank

llved in a town not a hundred miles
from oura, 1 don't know whether you
noticed the address on the letier or
A nice old man he wus, not an
eceentric nor a4 hermit, but jurt an
who lived by himself and
went his own ways, He did not seek
friends, and so far us we knew we
were his only living relatives; but
though he lived #o near we had not
seen him nor heard from him in a
dozen years.

“"Then one day, the day bhefore
the night that you called, it #truck
us that we would write to Uncle Will-
lam; and Just out of a feeling of

friendliness und good cheer we sat
down that day wand wrote him that
letter; the letter that you malled,

“rAnd what difference did it mauke,
I hear you saying, who mailed the
letter?  Well, T wiil tell you

“*In the ordinary course of things
that letter would not have heen mailed
by us until some of us went down
to the centre in the afternoon; and
mailed then it would never have
reached him; for on the afternoon of
thut very day our uncle moved from
the old town In which he lual lived
#0 long, and left oo address behind
him,  But mailed when it was, Ly
you, it did reach him, e never an-
swered it himself; but w year laler

'Hiving."

| after some #IXx months of legal formal-

{world to us; it brought us a fortune,

fnum« things now that usually we do |

‘will come over and see us again and

' we will leave aronnd the house enough

|

| Thus his method takes on a patriotic

slnins the diplomatic bank manager.
I'hue the peasant begins to see for the

least 2 per cent. better return than

' comes later when

| their

their former favorite investnients, the |

been a noble ald to the nwtional treas-
ury, whether man or ' oman. The
French country school eccher is an
incubator of patriotisrr »44 his infln-
ence has been the me’ g of emptying
the little tirelires or ravigs banks of
the French children,

No financial argumen % are needed
here, but dally lessons are seasoned
with stirring tales of wrat “papa and
Lig brother are doing save thelr
country at the front."

But the children’s
they
school house and march i
ers at the head, to turn in
fering, algo a collective gift,
nearest hranch bank. Novs
line, girls In another, and
them In mourning black,
childhood treasures  shovelled
into the tank's scales and weighed,
with never a tear or regret, impassive
and sto'e under the sacrifice, as s all
France School ehildren’s gold has
flowed in from all over France. from
the war zone, where teachers and
gcholars under bursting shells have

proud moment
form at the
line, teach-
their of-
at the
in one
most of
wiatching

“stuck to their school rooms together,

Offerings up into the thousands have
come from the gchools of Rheims,

| Cireulars sent out by the hoard of edu-
tcation In and around Nancy

the
with

in

warring region of the Vosges,

{German guns thundering at the school-
house doors, reaped for the Hank of -

France by the first of Auzust nearly
six mililon francs

But the pnotary & the hest harveds
ter of gold of anv of the "Rig Bone
nets” of the provinees. The village
| notary s Coeonntryman’s  adviser
| and counsellor in all his public and
| private affajrs: and the real con-
| Adence the peasant eve es outelde
|:'!.-: family is to the 1 ry
! The notary knows how to pull the
Iwires of the sphinxlike Freach chara

\ » | acter to extract thizx gold and at the
\ same time guard M. Jean agalnst the
BI terrible obloquy of being branded a
anC Q (“rich man. 86 he gathers (n for the
\ II‘:nhur:.ﬂ treasury M. Jeoa: gold, only
C an% a few pieces at a time, however, after
M. Jean has made various “affaires”
the pretext for many visite throngh
” . . 13 ittt Y OO ™ ot nl
School teachers are wondezful corlectors from the savings banks of children. ;”"l‘n";“f :'""‘ goor, fup not only does
e h O part with money in a lumnp
sum, but in his simple reas ning I.
his passing it on in drihlets there wi'
of Framoe, doubtless never to be uled|u!mr! term  Government loans) at | he joss danger of .iw,. Skt ats ,‘ ,'.,'.,‘, 1
at all”  And he will get interest, ex- |something rising o per cent. are at | : iR i

|;tl'n’ll‘.d among the nejighhors

Nothing so emphasizes the solidare

first time the utility of doing business | Government "Rentes.” i"f"' !._”_' this movement of the peopls
stherWise than by passing coln from In either case the manager of & |‘|| -r.l"lu'-l to defend the country with
hand to hand. market day bank knows hetter th:m“m‘Il L.“M :m:r:“”ml”“ A% the numbes
It may be that the head of the mar- {10 expect to reap results on the spot, ;...r ilr];irr-ral -,_;n.d pleces which it has
k:'l day bank gathers In his bulklest |but the seed has alrendy been sown. <‘;~-:|. 11 to ..j_m h.'l"\“““ that even
sheaves when he makes his round|{in the depths of a certain night the after the ',' ineo-'russfan war  the
from farmhouse to farmhouse. He peasant will feel for the shot bag |JI']I‘]IH of the peasant’s gold reserves
ulm‘z‘urn t‘uutfuualy into the spacious | ypnder the eaves of his thutched cot- hud not been reached when the has
alied farmyard of the blg, rambling |tuge, containing his handful of gold|(¢ Mine wus emptied the L
red tiled farmhouse at an hour when pleces, while at the sume hour his for nationnl defence, Gold pieces ore

the farmhands are far afleld and there
Is little danger of nosing witnesses.
It is now that he tries another tack.
This time there {8 a family audi-
ence, for the wife and children and
grandparenta will likely be there too.

neighbor, the big farmery will, by the
aid of his wife and the light of &«
fMlickering candle, oust out n bhrass
bound and clamped box from behind
the bed, or a thick, heavy wallet from
between the mattresses. Then will
ench, with endless precautions, pass
In some murket day to tha bank such
a plle of 10 and 20 frane gold pleces
a8 would surely muake the neighbors
stare had the manager not thought-
fully arranged to tuke it in after regu-
lar banking hours.

Members of the Town Council are
efficient reapers of local gold, being
cited as persons of probity from the
fact that besides their halo of office
they usually wear a bluck coat and
an derby hat even in working hours.
In the principal cafe at the “hour of
the aperitif” the “Blg Bonnet" Town
Councilman wil. snare his man away
to a secluded table, where under the
alatter of the usual game of domi-
noes or backgammon and the stimulns
of a tull glass of Llack coffee he will
glve him the gold treatment The
popular form of inoculation is to give
that particular individual the impres-
sion that the nation’s whole financial
plan originated in the listener's own
patriotic brain.  Another distinctive
national trait is that the Frenchman
can be made to do anything, even
kive up money, if made to belleve that
the suggestion came from himself.

The chief of the village “pomplers,”
the local fire department, is a “Hig
Bonnet” gold gatherer of influence.
The chief lives in a retired little house
with a @old lettered sign reading
"Bapeur Pompier” over his door, so
that he can be found readily in case
of need. PFire business is,
tllul'l in country places, so often he |s

ring until the stolid but unguenchable
pride of his audience is aroused when
he convinces them all it is their par-
ticular gold pieces that are the am-
munition which will save the ocoun-
try. He also reminds them that the
“Bons" of the Natlonal Defence (the

BURGLAR

we recelved a letter from a lawyer
in the town M which he had moved
saying that our uncle hod ded in
that town and had left us $200,000,
“'He had accumuated §205,000, He
had made a will glving $200,000 of this
to a hospital that had caught his fancy
und $5,000 to us, his relatives, “if still
But Iater, clearly after re-
celving our letter, which he would
never have got but for you, he had
changed his will, giving $5,000 to the
hospital und $200,000 to us; and now,

fties we have got the money.
'S0 you see your mailing that let-
ter made all the difference in' the

“‘We still live in the same house,
but now we have more things than
when you were here. In fact wa have

not keep in the house, but in a hox
in the bunk at the centre: but If you

will let us know when you are coming,
a murket gardener on the side. He
to muke this visit profitable; we feel | jnvites his particular aquarry to visit
that we are still much in debt to you.' | his late cabbuges and early radishes,
“But I never went back. Whatever | While discussing intensive subsolling
they got out of it 1 felt as if, just for | and snail ravages he (s his lstener's
carrying the letter to the post office, | financiul brain lobe as cleverly as he
a thousand dollars was all that was | does his vegetubles.
really coming to me." The old cure of tife villuge church

however, !

being turned in 1o the Bank
which beur the efigles of
of French rulers 19
Louts X111, which have lwon homrdaml
through eight

of F'raneas
lung line

\ .
WICK @ Tt

monarchies, two revo-
lutions, two empires and threa re-
publics, which shows only the pious

tenaeity with which the !

rench peons
ple cling to their

BHVInEs of generas

tions,

Now that they cannot hoard gold
the people of France ure storing away
silver eoins, especinlly thie big silver
O frane “ecus,"” which on account of

ghelr bulk and weighit luve o sup-
ipused value in their eves next to gold,
They ure even collecting copper sous,

and to such un extent  that

thesn
coinsg, as well us most  divisionary
colng, wre becoming scarve  and  a
fumine in small money s seain feared
| ke that which blocked French com-
merea in the first weeks of the war
The "Hig Bonmets™ are now engaged
Im spreading the ganda that sil-
|ver sn't worth that it is
|worth only 60 per cent, of s faca
and that the real patriot will keep
it in cireulution and only  howrd, if
he must hoard something, the new
O frane bank notes which huave been
issued to meet Just such an emers
gency.

To avoid as much as possiblo the
shortage in divisionary corrency the
director of the I'rench muut, who has
been all alung at the fromt as puive
master of the French urmy, has been
recalled to put thivough o new silver
COIMNUR® usd Yaphliy ur ms bl soeven
milllons in silver (8 being nnted now
a month and shortly the figare will
be advanced to twelve million

Tho French Government s conside-
ering ull kinds of remedics to break
up this  craze  of  sequestering of
money by the | Pl It will never
| suececd, The erage  ftor hourding
!Im-ru-y 8 the foundation of French
character, and well now  that it s
It may save Franee.  Gold amming -
tion ia the real neod this second vear

of war,
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